Acute liver failure (ALF) is a life threatening condition defined by the evidence of hepatic injury, jaundice, coagulopathy, and encephalopathy in a patient without preexisting cirrhosis and with an illness duration of <26 weeks. The etiologies of ALF are heterogeneous with the most common viral hepatitis in the East. Whereas, the drug-induced, particularly acetaminophen, ALF is most commonly found in the West. Over the past decades, the outcomes of ALF have been improving with early recognition and prompt initiation of etiology-specific therapy (especially Nacetylcysteine), complex intensive care protocols, and urgent liver transplantation (LT).
